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their community involvement, including receiv-
ing the “Distinguished Citizen Award” from the
Boy Scouts Evangeline Area Council in 2001
and the 2013 Leaders in Philanthropy Award
from Community Foundation of Acadiana for
Iberia Parish. They also founded a scholarship
at Catholic High School. Most recently, Jerry
was the Grand Marshall of the local St. Pat-
rick's Day Parade and a former King of the
Krewe of Andalusia. In fact, Jerry was so ac-
tive in New Iberia, people would often refer to
him as the “unofficial mayor of New Iberia.”

Jerry’s impact on New Iberia, Louisiana, will
never be forgotten and he deserves great rec-
ognition. His passing is a true loss to his fam-
ily, his community and to Louisiana.

Jerry and his bride, Harriet, have six chil-
dren, 21 grandchildren, and 33 great grand-
children. | join his family in mourning his pass-
ing and celebrating his life.

———
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Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker,
today | honor five individuals and businesses
from Nebraska for receiving the Inaugural
Third District Young Entrepreneur Awards.

Throughout the 75 counties of the Third Dis-
trict, entrepreneurs and innovators are working
hard to grow opportunity in our state.

In May, | called for nominations as part of
a new initiative to recognize the young individ-
uals, businesses, and organizations in the
Third District who strengthen their commu-
nities through fresh ideas, hard work, and en-
trepreneurship.

Papa Moon Vineyards of Scottsbluff began
in 2007 as a grape growing hobby for the
Massey family, and has since evolved into an
absolute passion for grape cultivation and
craft-wine production. Over the next several
years, their passion evolved into a family busi-
ness. Named for the moniker the youngest
Massey family member gave his grandfather,
winery owner Jim, it has truly become a family
project. The Masseys opened their tasting
room in 2018 to share their passion for viticul-
ture and love of winemaking. They are a
proud family-owned farm winery, with a focus
on the cultivation and production of high qual-
ity product.

Upstream Farms of Albion, is led by broth-
ers Matthew and Joseph Brugger. They work
every day to bring new meaning to the phrase,
“Farm to Table.” The Bruggers co-founded
Upstream with the goal of establishing better
rural communities. They saw few opportunities
for young people to become involved in agri-
culture, and wanted to create a business that
would inspire young agriculturalists and entre-
preneurs to pursue their passion in a rural
community. To demonstrate their desire to
embrace their vision, Upstream is more than
just a traditional farm. Upstream strives to
demonstrate diversification through action, of-
fering services in agronomy, technical innova-
tion, resale of market ready produce, and
angus products.

Striv Inc. of Henderson, is Jed by Taylor
Siebert. He discovered his passion for sharing
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stories when he started the Heartland Beat, an
online blog and newsletter, to reach out to
alumni of Heartland Community School. This
experience inspired Taylor to explore other
avenues for schools and their alumni to create
and share content. This discovery process led
to the founding of Striv Inc. in 2012. Today,
Striv Inc. has taught hundreds of students the
necessary skills to provide high quality stream-
ing access and coverage of school events and
activities for their schools and communities.
The business currently provides educational
and streaming services to over 100 school dis-
tricts in Nebraska. Ever the innovator, Siebert
has never stopped creating. The purpose of
his latest development, “Class Intercom,” is to
help school districts more effectively utilize so-
cial media to maximize connection, promotion,
and information sharing in their communities.
Taylor could have created his internet-driven
business in any state in the country. He chose
to come back to Nebraska, back to his home-
town, and invest his talents in training tomor-
row’s leaders and creating a better version of
the, “The Good Life.”

The Medina Street Vault Coffeehouse & Bi-
stro of Cairo is owned by Jenna Schweitzer.
Through the experiences of her high school
job as barista, owner Jenna Schweitzer real-
ized her life’s passion was coffee. She knew
she wanted to open her own coffee shop, and
to attempt to share her passion with her
hometown. In 2017, thanks to Jenna’s vision,
hard work, and the support of her family she
opened her coffee shop and bistro in a former
bank building in Cairo, and strategically se-
lected her food and drink menu to ensure she
complemented, and supported other local
businesses. Schweitzer feels The Vault has
become an experience area residents turn to
when they want a place to meet their friends,
relax, and lose two or three hours in conversa-
tion. Her goal of creating a family-centered en-
vironment to share her passion with others
has become a reality.

Game On of McCook is owned by Cody
Dame. Thanks to a 2007 submission to the
Hormel Business Plan Competition perma-
nently changed his professional direction. Win-
ning the business plan competition allowed
him to transition from owning his own traveling
videography and disc jockey service to pur-
suing his passion of building a community
through creating a fun and experiential envi-
ronment for all ages. Quickly growing from a
1,000 square foot retail space to a much larg-
er location in the community of McCook, Cody
has expanded into the communities of North
Platte, Kearney, and Grand Island as well.
Game On has become a successful regional
retail business, committed to strengthening the
communities in which they are present.

| am proud to recognize each of these
award winners today, and | thank them for
their many contributions to Nebraska.
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Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
it is with great sorrow that | mourn the passing

of my friend, my neighbor, and San Diego
icon: George Mitrovich.
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| often joked that one of the reasons | ran
for office was so that George could introduce
me at events. He was a dynamic and articu-
late speaker with a velvet voice. It was always
an honor to be introduced by him.

During the debate leading up to a vote on
the Affordable Care Act in 2009, | held a town
hall meeting with constituents to hear their
thoughts. | knew interest in the meeting was
very high and there would be a big crowd.

| thought to myself, who do | know who
could control a large, feisty—possibly angry—
group of people. Of course the answer was
George. When | asked him if he wanted to
take on the challenge, he said he was de-
lighted.

More than 1,200 people attended that town
hall and people were fired up. With his com-
manding presence, George deftly moderated
the event—kept folks in line and the pro-
ceedings on course.

It is virtually impossible to travel around San
Diego and not see George’s impact. He was
on just about every board and every commis-
sion. What an incredible amount of boundless
ideas and endless energy he had. And he
kept it up until his final days.

It wasn’t just San Diego that benefited from
his talents. George was active in causes and
events in many cities around the country.

George was a writer, a public speaker, and
an athlete. But mostly, he was a trusted and
loyal friend.

Above all, | send condolences to his loving
family.

It is safe to say that San Diego won't see
the likes of George Mitrovich again.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF HIL-
LARY A. DAVIS, WOMEN’S CON-
GRESSIONAL POLICY INSTITUTE
2019 CONGRESSIONAL FELLOW ON
WOMEN AND PUBLIC POLICY
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise to honor Hillary A. Davis, Con-
gressional Fellow with the Women’s Congres-
sional Policy Institute on Women and Public
Policy. For the past 7 months, Ms. Davis has
been working as a research and writing asso-
ciate.

Ms. Davis is a native of Tampa, Florida, and
chose to follow in her godmother’s footsteps
and attend the historic Fisk University in Nash-
vile, TN. There she majored in Political
Science, and while at Fisk, Ms. Davis estab-
lished herself as a servant leader by being
elected to serve on the Student Government
Association and as chapter president of Fisk’s
collegiate chapter of NAACP. Upon graduating
from Fisk, she returned to Tampa and began
a career as a human resource professional in
the information technology industry. Ms. Davis
also holds a Master of Public Administration
from Southern University and A&M College in
Baton Rouge, LA.

Throughout her time on the Committee, Ms.
Davis has displayed a high degree of profes-
sionalism and personal commitment to pro-
viding staff valuable insight and information. In
all of this, Ms. Davis has demonstrated benev-
olence, vitality, and enthusiasm, which has
helped all of us enormously.
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